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orb, which is almost in line with the earth's equator
(Bharata Khanda in Jambudvipa) will be about two
and a half lakh yojanas above the land of Puskaradvipa.
Therefore when we want to picturise the entire stretch
of earthy we should understand that it slopes from
Jambudvipa upto Puskaradvipa, step by step consider-
ing Rahumandala and other features mentioned under-
neath, the Salt-water ocean surrounding Jambudvipa
must be one lakh yojanas down below. To say that the
moon's path lies one lakh yojanas above the Salt-Water
ocean touched by the Sun's rays, would be agreeable to

the words of Srimad Bhagavatam and to the rational
outlook. Here we must make use of the hint thrown
by the Matsya Purana that knotty points concerning
Bhugola and Khagola (Geographical and Astronomi-
cal questions at issue) must be resolved under shelter
of logic.

When it is thus said, naturally some one may ask,
"Is the moon's path a lakh of yojanas above the salt-
water ocean? What is the Puranic basis to say so?"

In the 45th chapter of the Vayu Purana we find
the following stanzas-

Uttaranam Kurunamtu parsve jneyantu daksme,
Samudram urmimaladhyam nana svara vibhusitam;

Candradvipam iti khyatam Candramandala samsthitam,
Sahasra yojananam tu sarvatah parimandalam.

Candradvipa is within the bounds of the moon's
path. As there is Bharata Khanda to the south of
Jambudvipa, Uttarakuru Khanda is to the north. To
its west, a little to the south is the Candradvipa in
the midst of the Salt- Water ocean. Therefore it is
but right to say that the moon's path is above the
Salt-water ocean, about two lakh miles from Bbarata
Khanda. This agrees with the finding by the geomet-
rical method.